174	part IV. The Executive
Certain duties, e.g. consent to certain types of prosecutions, such
as offences under the Official Secrets Acts, 1911-1939, are by statute
imposed upon the Attorney-General or the Lord Advocate. In
the event of absence or illness or with special authority these duties
may be carried out by the Solicitor-General or Solicitor-General for
Scotland respectively.1
The Treasury Solicitor.—The Department of the Treasury Solicitor
is responsible for the legal work of those departments which have
neither legal advisers nor solicitors to the department on their staff.
In other cases it undertakes litigation only, leaving the other legal
work to the department's own legal adviser. Generally speaking
when a department becomes responsible for administering a statu-
tory code, such as theJNatjgnjl^Insurance Acts, 1946, it sets up its
own legal department. The Department of "the Treasury Solicitor is
not a centralised legal advisers' office, but one which is responsible
for a large residue of the legal work of government. The Treasury
Solicitor holds office as Procurator-General and Treasury Solicitor.
As Queen's Proctor he may intervene in divorce proceedings to
prevent abuse of the processes of the court.
Minor Departments.—There are in addition a number of minor
departments, e.g. the Public Trustee, the Land Registry, the Pay-
master-General's Office,2 the Stationery Office,8 the Charity Com-
missioners and the ^iibHc RecordUffice. Offices of State connected
with the Royal Household, such as the Lord Chamberlain, the
Keeger^of theJMv^Eurg^ and the Master of the Horse, are personal
appointments by the Sovereign. Other• HouseholcTposts are filled
by Government patronage.
Several Ministries were created during the Second World War
under the Ministers of the Crown (Emergency) Appointments Act,
1939, which made provision for the appointment of Ministers Hfe
the purpose of the prosecution of the war and for the transfer of
functions to such Ministers from other departments. The Minister of
Labour became also Minister of National Service. The Home
Secretary became also Minister of Home Security with a separate Par-
liamentary Secretary and staff constituting the Ministry of Home
Security. The Minister of Transport became Minister of War
Transport with control of all land and sea transport. There were
created also the Ministry of Aircraft Production to carry out the
supply functions of the Air Ministry, the Ministry of Economic War-
fare, the Ministries of Information, of Food and of Fuel and Power.
1	Law Officers Act, 1944.
2	The Paymaster-General is a Minister,
8 The Chancellor of the Exchequer is the Minister responsible for this office.
See also for other subordinate departments connected with the Treasury,
p. 181, post.

